CLEMENCEAU THE RADICAL

organised violence as a means of bringing about the realisation
of his communist ideals. Insurrection against the successive
French Governments he regarded as a duty. It was a duty
which he faithfully fulfilled. In 1827 he was an active fighter
in the insurrection of the Eue St. Denis. It was suppressed
and Blanqui was wounded. He was one of the leaders of the
successful rising against Charles X in 1830, in which he was
again wounded. In the reign of Louis Philippe, which followed
the failure to establish a Bepublic, he speedily went to work
again. Insurrection, conspiracy, establishment of illegal
societies, accumulation of weapons and explosives for organised
attacks, attempts to constitute a communist republic, were
followed by the usual penalties, and after his participation in
the insurrection of the Montagnards, by condemnation to
death commuted to imprisonment for life. Such was Blanqui's
career up to 1848. Then the revolution of that year set him
free again. No sooner was he released than he began afresh,
forming a revolutionary combination which led to another
three days of insurrection, with the result that he was sentenced
to a further ten years of imprisonment. In 1858, under the
Second Empire, he returned to Paris, his birthplace, but was
soon ejected and passed eight years more in exile. In 1870 and
1871 Blanqui took part in the overthrow of Napoleon III, and
in the Commune which followed, was captured by the Ver-
saillais troops and sentenced to transportation to New
Caledonia, after the Communards had offered to exchange for
him the Archbishop of Paris, then held by them as a hostage.
Instead of being shipped off to New Caledonia he was imprisoned
at Clairvaux, .where he remained until 1880, when he was
elected, while still in gaol, deputy for Bordeaux, was riot
allowed to take his seat but was released, and died in Paris in
1881.

This brief summary gives but a poor idea of Blanqui's
activities and sufferings. At the period when Clemenceau
pleaded for his release he was still, at seventy-one, the most
dangerous revolutionary leader in France. From the first
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